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preface

Welcome to the 31st edition of this textbook. The cover title for this edition, The Management of 
Security Cooperation, reflects the continued changes and evolution of the Department of Defense’s 
(DOD) role in the arena of international engagement. This edition’s title change from our long‑standing 
title The Management of Security Assistance, represents a revision in content. This textbook addresses 
DOD’s activities in executing various types of security cooperation programs, including “Building 
Partnership Capacity” programs, in addition to the traditional Department of State (DOS) security 
assistance programs.

Like its predecessors, this edition incorporates the most current information available to the 
Defense Institute of Security Assistance Management (DISAM) regarding security assistance and 
security cooperation programs. Since its initial publication in the spring of 1980, this book has been 
produced through an institutional team effort. The content for this edition was produced primarily 
by DISAM’s team of functional coordinators who took the lead to review, revise, and update their 
respective chapter content based on changes to law, policy, and procedures. In addition, many other 
DISAM faculty members, as well as external contributors, were involved in this annual textbook 
production process. In reality, nearly every member of our faculty and staff has participated in some 
way to produce this publication by serving as an author, reviewer, proofreader, illustrator, or otherwise 
supporting the publication process.

With regard to the DISAM team, two long‑term faculty members retired since the 30th edition 
was published. Mr. Michael Layton served on the DISAM faculty for thirty‑three years as both an 
active duty instructor and as a civilian professor. Similarly, Mr. Forrest Smith was part of the DISAM 
faculty as both an active duty instructor and civilian professor for a combined sixteen years. The 
security cooperation community benefitted greatly from the knowledge and experience of both these 
individuals. Sadly, DISAM’s editorial assistant, Ms. Patricia Vocke, who produced many previous 
textbook editions, passed away this past year as a result of a serious health condition. The DISAM 
faculty and staff extend their sympathies to Ms. Vocke’s family and friends.

Readers should be aware that this textbook is an academic document. It does not set policy, 
precedent or procedures; it merely describes them as an aid to understanding. The source materials 
can and do change. The views, opinions, and conclusions expressed or implied herein are those of 
the authors or editors only and are not to be construed as representing official policies of the US 
government or any of its departments and agencies. In every case, the reader is advised to check the 
listed references rather than rely upon this text for operational or administrative guidance. For the most 
recent updates to the Greenbook, readers are encouraged to view the online edition provided in the 
publications section of the DISAM website: http://www.disam.dsca.mil.

Although The Management of Security Cooperation was produced specifically for use in DISAM’s 
educational programs, it is in the public domain. Appropriately cited quotes and other credited uses of 
this material are encouraged. 

Finally, the editorial staff are responsible for any errors of form or substance found within. We ask 
that any such errors detected by the reader be reported to DISAM/DR, Building 52, 2475 K Street, 
Wright‑Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433‑7641. 

February, 2012
EDITORIAL STAFF
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